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To-all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HELEN A. BLANCHARD,
of Boston, Massachusetts, have invented an
Iniproved Welt and Covered Seam, of which
the following is a specification:

My invention relates to seams of cloth,
leather, or any other suitable material, made
by placing the two edges to be united, fhe one
over the other, as shown in Figure 8 of the
accompanying drawings, and then alternately

stitehing within and without the edge; after-

ward flattening out the seam so that the
edges will abut as shown by D D, Fig. 7.

In sewing leather, cloth, &e., Wlth this
seamn, where it is subject to conslderable chaf-
ing or rubbing, it is desirable often to furnish
protection to the parts of the threads exposed
on the wearing-surface. This I do in two
ways, viz: by the insertion of a piping or Welt
by sewing a strip over the seam.

Fig. 10 of the accompanying drawings shows-

the two pieces to'be united, B B- placed in po-

sition for sewing, with the welt or piping in-

serted so as to project a little beyond their
edges. The sewing is then done on a machine
adapted to sew zigzag, or over the edge, as,
for instance, is shown in.my Letters Patent
No. 161,471, the needle passing alternately
within md w1thout the edges of B B, but each
time through the piping A. Fxgs 1 and 2
show the upper and under side of the seam
thus made flattened out. The folded edge of
the piping can be made to cowme on the inside
or with the straight threads of the seam, in-

stead of the dnmond thread, by reversing its
position from that shown 111 Fig. 10 to that
shown m Fig. 9.

If it is de51mble to have the welt or piping
project only on one side of the seam, and the
reverse stooth, it can easily be accomphshed
by placing the edge of the welt or piping even
with the edges B B, Fig. 11, and then stitch-
ing within and w 1th0ut the edge This seam,
.ﬂattened out, presents the appeatrance of Fig.
12, also of Flgs 3 and 4, which show the up-
per and reverse side ot the same seam, the
upper thread passing through the plpmg or
welt, the under thread passing outsulc of the
same,

Instead of havmg a folded Welt or plplng,

I can use a single piece of leather, or any
other suitable material, (see Figs. & and 6);-
also a cord can be 1nsertcd in the plpmg, 1t
desirable. .

As another method of protecting the ex-
posed threads of the seam, especially when a
piping would -be objectlon'tble, I cover the
seam with a strip of suitable material, C, Fig.
7, sewed diregtly over the seam D D elthcr’
by the zigzag stitch E or the ordinary plain
stitch F.

The advantages of the welt or piping and
of the covered seam are manifest in  the pro-
tection which they afford against the wearing
and chafing of the exposed parts of the seam- -
thread. They are particularly applicable to
the seams of shoes, leather mittens, bags, and
heavy woolen goods or canvas, Still Ido
not limit, them to such.

I do not eclaim the simple 1nsertlon of a
piping or welt in a seawn, nor the covering of
a-seam with a strip of suitable material sewed
over the same; butin a seam made Ly alter-
nately stitching within ‘and without the edge
of the material sewed, and then flattening the
materials out so that the edges shall abut, as
a protection to the .exposed sewing-threads.
Sometimes I enlarge the size of the piping,
and after it has been stitched in, as before

‘described, and the seam flattened out, I also

flatten out the piping, and stitch its edges
down with one or more rows of stitching, by
which I obtain the same general result and
effect as with the covered seam; with the ad-

vantage, however, over the seam that if the
outside . stitching wears the strip is so. se-
cured by the overstitching that it will: not
hang loose. A very good 'result can be ob-
tained with a single row of plain. zigzag or
other fancy stitching on the center of the pip-

ing. Or, again, I can stiteh the two edges.of - -

the covering-strip, one on. each piece to be
seamed, then overseam and flatten out, by
which I have a covered seam and no stitches -
showing.

I claim and desire to secure by Letters'
Patent—

1. In combination with a seam made by .
stitehing the superposed edges of the cloth,
or other material, alternately within and




